THE DEAR DEPARTED *
A COMEDY IN ONE ACT
BY STANLEY HOUGHTON
STANLEY HOUGHTON died in 1913, and one of the most promis-
ing dramatists was cut off at the age of thirty-two. He was a
Manchester business man, a dramatic critic for the Manchester
Guardian, and in his leisure hours wrote plays, the most note-
worthy being " Independent Means," " The Younger Genera-
tion," and " Hindle Wakes." The last brought him fame, for
although It is essentially a Lancashire play it achieved (like
Mr Brighouse's " Hobson's Choice") great popularity in
^London and in America.
Stanley Houghton's one-act plays are excellent. The theme
of " The Dear Departed " was suggested by a French story by
Guy de Maupassant, but the play is so completely * soaked in
Lancashire * that it is difficult to associate with any other setting.
" Master of the House " and " Fancy Free " reveal the dramatist
in other entirely different moods.
1 Applications regarding amateur performances of this play should be
addressed to Messrs Samuel French, Ltd., 26 Southampton Street, Strand
London, W.C.2, or 25 West 45th Street, New York.